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,Eredgmg Up Our bld Mistakes

Harry Truman, when he was pxesk ”F‘loudas Sen. Geou;e Smathers is moct

_dent, had a little sign on his desk. "
{ said, “The buck stops here.” That was
Mr. Truman's way of saying what Pres-
ident Kennedy has been saying about
_1he Cuban fiasco. The responsibility, ul-

timately, must lie with the, nfan wha is, .

right now, President off.;
| States. Mr. Ke .
tal;es..iu.l.L respanﬂbmw whatever
. errors were made in the estimate of the
*(ub jtuatio ys he doesn’t want
ranybody digging under the covers to
'see who might have been in the hed
: hefore he lay down in it.

t
L

, e _ United

Mr. Kennedy's charitable, and realis-
! tic, view of the situation will; not. be
i:hared by all Democrats. Understand-
| ably, many Democrats. rgmemper
“Clung,” the China which, in, i'f; :

 publigen phrasekﬁ
It has’étafken the Democrats 10 years to

| live down respounsibility for “losing”

1 China. Now they may be excused if they
root around to learn who “lost” u§ Cuba
in 1959 and 1960.

| The inguiries, angd the M be > o
b qulrles w 111 be in tw

‘ pened_t
..the rumored ‘‘resi
fHow comg We were so_friendly with
Castro m the first place"

s AR prensH

The first inquiry is better {aken than
the second, partly because we may yet

' “inteljigance.” e.bave. COME.10. Mgan
; Lligenge Agency, a super

| secrevwbblemoth that ‘operates on a
'budg& 6! unknown size in unknown
1 ways. Most*Americans will concede that
1such an agency needs a gxeat deal of
"secrecy if it is to function. But they
may in turn demand high quality per-
formance. If they don’t get it. they can
demand drastic reforms in the CIA. The
rub comes in examining the pattest.
How much can Congress, not to men-
‘{ion the public, be trusied to know
_about a cloak-and-dagger operation like
: CIA? '

i
i

The second inquiry—our too-late re-
! alization of the kind of revoluation Cas-
11,r0 led—is likely to be ihe nasty one.
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-untrustwmthy and

the day, et ﬁﬁst "

intelligence e nnates of 1 4
msidg Culia?

upset apgmmay the Eisenhower adv !
‘ministr Jeg. . intelligence re-
ports coming out of Cuba before Lastro !
came to power. I’—{e and Lyle C. Wilson, a |
Unth that_some oI
these reports, sﬂmug that Castro w as
tamlv no demo-
crat, neyer.1gach " high command ;
levels qf, the admmxstrat)on Senator |
Smathers. wants a house cleaning in the
state department. (Doe§ this sound fa- |
miliar? Read the headlines of 1952)
This would lead us to believe that we;
may see a state department blood' bath !
that will be- as irritating to Republlcans
as the similar venture into vengeancea
was irritating to Democrais 10 years ago. :

L

We may take lessons from 10 years:
ago. Rare, indeed, was the state-.depart- .

‘ment official who was actually disloyal, :

who was truly subv_ers;ve Some were -
soft-headed, which is no crime. Others

- were, themselves, %ictlms o‘f bad informa- |

tion. Such a gituation i undoubtedly |
still true. But if what Senator Smathers .
and Mr. Wilson “suggest is true, if in-;
formation damaging to Castro actually |

S withheld from top policy officials, |

g%heads ought. to roll—and we ought |
to Jgagn exactly why it was withheld. ’1

The human animal, in his personal.
relationships and in his orgahizations, !
learns from his mistakes. We ndade a big, ,
.qng . in welcommg Castro, in entertain-;

be able to do something about it. Z ing him royally in America just two7

years ng and in making his rise to pow-
er &Sﬁ easy Our error, and it was an’
error, was- in assuming that anybody ,
who opposes a dictator is, perforce, a'
fine fellow. We made that mistake with :
Stalin. We made it with Castro. Ands.
there are those who say we are making it f
with Franco. f

The important thing is to recognize
the mistakes we have made. Often they ,j»
have been mistakes of public attitude §
rather than cupldlty or venality from
high places. So if there have been mis- !
takes. let's have them trotted out for us “r
to see. But let’s look at them intelligent- |
ly and let's try to avoid the 1950- stylef~
witch hunts that serve more to incite:
and confuse than they do to enlighten. ?



